BRINGING MONEY TO CUBA
CURRENCY | COSTS | TIPPING 

This document is to help you plan for your personal expenditures while we are in Cuba. It is impossible for Ashé Tours to predict how much money participants should bring, as this is so dependent on individual habits and taste. Hopefully, you will find the following information useful. 

CURRENCY
· ATMs and CREDIT CARDS: First and most important, there are NO ATMS and NO CREDIT CARD services in Cuba. You need to carry all cash with you that you wish to spend. The US embargo makes it very difficult for Cuba to access normal banking. When you run out of money in Cuba…you are out of money!
· USD & Exchange: You can bring USD to Cuba. Cubans officially use The Cuban Peso (CUP), which trades at a rate of 1:24. However, the black market trades at a rate of 1:300. Because of this disparity, we suggest that we wait until we are closer to travel to discuss money exchanges. I will be in Havana in late December and early January. I should have a clear picture by the time we travel.  Many Cubans also use USD. It’s a big mess!
· FOREIGN CURRENCIES (CAD & EURO): We do NOT advise people to exchange to CAD or EURO in advance. However, If you already happen to have EUROs or CADs in your possession, this could prove to be a useful option in Cuba.

COSTS
It is hard to estimate how much money an individual would want to bring. It really depends on how much you like to shop, and what kind of souvenirs you prefer. It also depends on your eating habits and whether you enjoy drinks with your meals, etc... I will try to list here the costs of some common items in Cuba to help in your planning. Remember though, you cannot access any money from your bank accounts once we arrive in Cuba.
· Soft drinks (soda and juice) are widely available in Cuba. The national beverages are cheaper than international brands. At a stand or cafeteria, a national soda will cost about .80 USD and a beer will cost 1.00USD. An international brand might cost, 1.00USD and 1.50USD respectively. In a restaurant, the prices generally double. 
· Food: At mid-range restaurants, appetizers cost like 2USD, and entrees run between 5-9USD. At high-end restaurants (not necessarily better food, BTW) costs can skyrocket like in the US, with entrees costing 15-25USD. Of course, I generally go for the Cuban fare which is cheaper. If you like steakhouses or want lobster at your meals, you might pay more. Remember, you are responsible for 5-6 lunches and 3 dinners. And, you might opt to skip our catered meals on occasion and eat out at additional restaurants. Make sure you plan for your taste in food. 
· Cigars & Rum: Cheaper cigars cost 4-6USD and can be bought individually or in sealed boxes of 5 and 25.  A single good cigar can cost more than 10USD. A box of 25 Cohiba cigars will run substantially more than 250USD. Please note: Americans are currently prohibited from bring cigars or rum back from Cuba. 
· Art: Artwork is a common souvenir to bring back from Cuba. This ranges from small craft items that cost 2-4USDto fine paintings and sculptures that cost more than 300USD for a print. If you love art, you may want to bring some extra cash to pay for this! 
· Taxis: If you want to get around Havana during your free time, you are welcome to use a variety of taxi services. I explain the taxi scene when we arrive in Cuba. But, depending how far you need to travel, a taxi will cost between 2-15 USD each way. Average trip cost is about 5 USD. (Prices are always for the whole group and you can fit 4 people in a taxi)
· Museums: If you’d like to visit any museums that are not on our itinerary, I’d plan about 8 USD per museum. 3-5 USD if you want to be able to use your camera. And maybe 5 USD if you want to hire a guide inside. These are estimates/averages.
· Beach: If you decide to join us at Playas del Este near Havana, beach chairs will cost about 2USD per person. And the umbrellas cost somewhere between 2-5 USD. 
· CDs: At many of the concerts we attend, artist will try to sell you a CD. These make wonderful souvenirs and cost about 10 USD per CD. 
· Medicines: A reminder that both prescription and over-the-counter medicine is very difficult to find in Cuba. It isn’t expensive, but it is hard to find. 
· Anything Else? If you are curious about other costs, please do not hesitate to ask me in advance. I will try my best to find an accurate answer!
BUT, HOW MUCH SHOULD I BRING???
This is the big question. Because we all have different spending habits, I really cannot say. Here is a guide: $250/person for food. $50/person for tipping. $50/person for drinks. $25/person for taxis. $250/person for souvenirs. $75/person miscellaneous. That’s about $700/person If you are shopper and love art these numbers can go up fast! 
TIPPING (SUGGESTIONS)
Cuban hospitality providers depend upon tips and share them with their coworkers and family. They also contribute a hefty percentage of tips to the national health and education systems. Treat tipping in Cuba as you do at home. Be generous with those who assist you and make your stay enjoyable! Here’s the amount of tips most Americans give. You can always leave more. If you are generous, you can easily tip $100 or more during your stay. Be kind. But also be carefully with your money. We’ll have quite a few tours throughout the week. 


· Bus driver for the duration (8 days) Ashé Tours will tip the driver 250USD for touring. If you’d like to give more, you are quite welcome! 5-10USD/person would be typical.
· Restaurant meals 1.00 USD or 10% per meal per person (whichever is more). Ashé tours will tip waiters at any restaurant meal we do together. If you’d like to give more, you are quite welcome! 
· Group Guide/Translator (1-5 USD per person/event) depending on the length of tour and the level of engagement. If there is a driver (as is the case for our 3-hour convertible drive), you would typically tip the driver as well. 
· Musicians at restaurants 1.00 USD per person, and 1.00USD additional if you request songs. 
· Hostesses Our experience in Havana will be greatly enriched by the women who look after us in our homes. These include our primary hostess (Liliana), as well our servers (generally two of her daughters), and cooks (her sister and sometimes another woman). You are welcome to hand each person a tip (especially if you get to know them). Or give the entire amount to Liliana and ask her to distribute it. They are all family and they work together to meet our needs. 
· Liliana will be working in the background to ensure that everything is going smoothly. When things go well, we have to thank! You will get plenty of chances to meet her. Offer any kind of tip you would like. 5-30 USD/person would be appropriate.
· Servers/Cooks: Our meals in the home will generally be served by two young ladies and cooked by one or two additional women. A typical tip to our servers/cooks at the end of the trip would be 1-2USD per meal, per person (We will have 10 meals in the Havana home, so 10-20USD per person). The tip would be split between the servers and cooks. 
· Homeowners: We will be in two homes/hotels in Cuba (Havana & Viñales or Trinidad). It is typical to tip 1-1.50 USD/person per night to the homeowner. You should hand this directly to the home owner. In Trinidad or Viñales, you might consider leaving 2USD/per person.
Feel free to ask us for additional advice on tipping. It is sometimes hard to know what is and isn’t appropriate!
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